
Public Access to the Dissertations inssia
Prof. Yuliya Balashova 

St. Petersburg State University, Russia
j.balashova@spbu.ru
ubalash@gmail.com

 

Public Access to the 
Dissertations in Russia



System of Academic Degrees Awarding
Western 

(mostly one-level system of 
scientists degrees)

1) Ph.D.

2 ) In some European countries – 
 habilitated doctor:

Doctor habilitatus, Dr. habil. 

Russian 

(two-level system of 
scientists degrees)

1) Candidate of sciences

2) Doctor of sciences:
Dr. habil., 

Doctor of Sciences



Correlation between university autonomy and 
state regulation in awarding academic degrees

Who could accredited doctoral (PhD) programs,
carry out quality assessment:

1) State, authorized with the state structures: France, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, New Zealand

2) Socio-professional organizations: USA, Canada
3) Academy of Sciences (Netherlands)

Who has the right to assign academic degrees:
1) State (Russia, post-Soviet countries)
2) Universities (the rest of the world)



Obligatory stages of the dissertations 
publicity before defense

1) On the website of the organization, where the work was prepared. 
There are published the full text of the dissertation, the author’s 
abstract of the dissertation, information about official opponents, 
and the leading organization, preparing review for the dissertation, 
as well as the place and time of dissertation’s defense. From 
2012, at Saint Petersburg State University all dissertations 
defenses are accompanied by online translation on the university 
website (https://disser.spbu.ru/ph-d-spbsu.html)

2) High Attestation Commission under the Ministry of Education, and 
Science of the Russian Federation. Since 2006, H.A.C. publishes 
on it’s website the same information, only in a reduced amount, 
and with reference to the organization’s website 
(http://vak.ed.gov.ru)



The main results of the dissertation research should be 
published in the form of articles in the list of peer-

reviewed scientific publications. 
High Attestation Commission of the RF on a regular 

basis revises this list



Obligatory stages of the dissertations publicity 
after defense

1) Obligatory dispatch of the dissertation abstract to the leading 
libraries of Russia, and also National Library of Belarus 
(http://www.nlb.by)  

2) The full written text of the dissertation is sent to the Russian State 
Library. The main library of the country provides public access to 
the digitized abstracts, and thesis themselves. Site navigation is 
available in English (http://www.rsl.ru)

3) A compulsory copy of both the thesis and the author’s abstract is 
sent by mail to the Russian Book Chamber 
(http://www.bookchamber.ru). In accordance with law, a certain 
number of copies of any printed publication (books, brochures, 
periodicals, dissertations, musical notes, geographic maps and 
atlases) must be sent to the Russian Book Chamber



Scientific Electronic Library  
eLIBRARY.RU 



The network encyclopedia ‘Famous Scientists’ (biographical data of 
scientists) is a project of the Russian Academy of Natural History. 
It also published the main results of the dissertation researches



Other (additional) online channels for dissertations distribution

For example: ‘Library of Dissertations’ (DsLib.net). They provide 
both free and paid access to the thesis text, publish information about 
upcoming defenses. At the same time, monetary deductions to authors 
of dissertations are declared 

Another example: ‘CyberLeninka’ (cyberleninka.ru) positions itself 
as a scientific open access electronic library, the main tasks of which 
are popularization of science and scientific activity, public control of the 
quality of scientific publications, the development of interdisciplinary 
research, the modern institute of scientific review, and the increasing 
citation of Russian science. ‘CiberLeninka’ is built on the basis of the 
open science paradigm

 The fundamental problem is that thesis and abstract both are 
published “on the rights of the manuscript”, in other words, they are not 
formally copyright subject. So, private distributors don’t pay in fact any 
royalty that violates the norms of morality, but not the law



The main source of exposing falsified dissertations is 
network ‘Dissernet’ 



‘Dissernet’ – “a free network of experts, researchers 
and reporters, who dedicate their work to exposing 
scammers, falsifiers and liars. The participants of the 
community are cooperating with the joint efforts based on 
the principles of the network distribution of labor and 
using modern computer technologies, to counteract 
illegal frauds and infringements in the field of scientific 
and educational activities, especially in the process of 
defending dissertations and appropriating academic 
degrees in Russia”. More than 10,000 dissertations have 
been analyzed, since 2013. Based on ‘Dissernet’ 
requests High Attestation Commission made a decision 
on deprivation of academic degrees





In the present time the procedure for awarding 
academic degrees begins to change

A number of leading Russian universities and scientific 
organizations will have the right to self-award scientific degrees. 
On the one hand, thus, Russian universities become more 
integrated into the Western system. The supervising role of the 
state is abolished, the dissertational councils do not act on a 
permanent basis, but are created in accordance with the subject 
matter of the concrete work, and the defenses take place in 
English. But such innovations cause a lot of criticism.

 It is believed that in a democratic society decentralization is 
extremely constructive. In the scientific policy of modern Russia, 
this kind of decentralization causes great concern in terms of 
maintaining a high level of publicity.

One of the most serious concerns: will not the thesis be less 
public, and the thesis defense process more closed?



Conclusion

1) Never before science in Russia has been so 
public. This result was achieved due to the 
efforts both of the state (scientific policy), and 
society

2) The next step is to integrate this openness 
into the Western system



Thanks much for your 
attention!
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