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Exercise:



Traditional Grey 
Literature Materials
• Pamphlets

• Reports

• White Papers

• Conference Materials

• Guidance Documents

• Data Sets

• Websites

• Tweets

• Etc.

The Law Side



Grey Legal Literature 
Stands for the manifold document types produced on all levels of 

• government, academics, business and industry 
• in print and electronic formats, 

which inform or are produced by entities 
• affiliated with the law, 
• as part of, or in furtherance of the 

• legislative, 
• executive, 
• and/or judicial administration of the law at the international, 

federal, state, and/or local level. 

Grey legal literature is not typically indexed or abstracted but is of 
sufficient quality to be collected and preserved by government agencies, 
law libraries, or other interested organizations, but is not controlled by 
commercial publishers i.e., where publishing is not the primary activity of 
the producing body.



 Type 1: Traditional Grey Literature 
• Discuss a legal topic , or is

• Produced by the legal community

 Type 2: Government Administrative Materials
• Resources produced as part of the administration of 

the three branches of government at the international, 
federal, state, and/or local level

o Legislative

o Litigation

o Regulatory

Types of Grey Legal Literature



COLLECTION 
VALUE



Government 
Administrative 

Materials

Amendments Bills (text) Memoranda Transcripts

Legislative 
Histories

Hearings
Committee 

Reports
Voting Records

Legislative



U.S. Legislative Process



Compiled Legislative Histories

Bill Texts
Amendments

Committee Reports
Conference Reports

Congressional Hearings
Debate Transcripts

Voting Records



Affidavits Consent Decrees Jury Instructions Slip Opinions

Awards Dockets Motions Transcripts

Bail 
Determinations

Exhibits Oral Arguments
Unpublished 

Opinions
Briefs

(& amicus curiae) Expert Reports Petitions Verdicts

Complaints Interrogatories
Settlement 
Agreements

Work Product

Government 
Administrative 

Materials
Litigation



Dockets
Briefs

Motions
Orders

Exhibits
Reports & 

Recommendations

(Public Access to Court Electronic Records)

Docket Searches



Government 
Administrative 

Materials
Regulatory

Applications
  IRS 

Determination 
Orders

Orders
Rulemaking 
Comments

  Comprehensive   
Plans

IRS Tax Filings Patents
Rulemaking 

Petitions

  Environmental 
Impact Statements

 Letter Rulings  Permits  SEC Filings

Inspection 
Document

Memoranda Reports Zoning Maps





Proposed Rules
Rulemaking Comments
Supporting Documents

Adjudications
Notices



U.S. Federal Law that allows for the disclosure of 
government information in two ways:

 Mandatory Proactive Disclosures
• Agency organization and process  

• Final administrative orders and opinions 

• Agency guidance materials 

• Copies of previous FOIA requests

 By Information Request*
• Submit requests directly to the agency

• Subject to nine exemptions

Freedom of Information Act

5 U.S.C. § 552 
Public L. No.  89-487
80 Stat. 250



EXAMPLE: 
Klamath River Basin 

Dam Removal





The Situation
 The Klamath River is located  in Oregon and northern California in the 

U.S., and flows approximately 263 miles (423 km) to the Pacific Ocean.

 The River is the most important river south of the Columbia for the 
migration of endangered salmon, steelhead and rainbow trout.

 The River houses 6 dams, many privately owned, that provide 
hydroelectric power to the region.

 In September 2002, 68,000 salmon were found dead in a massive fishkill 
on the lower Klamath River due to the Bush Administration’s policies 
which cut downstream water flows in favor of assisting drought stricken 
farmers.

 Litigation ensued over the course of years resulting in a two 
settlements that will remove four of the dams. 



Type 1: 
Traditional Grey 

Literature 



https://www.nap.edu/search/?term=klamath 

https://www.nap.edu/search/?term=klamath
https://www.nap.edu/search/?term=klamath


https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20135022 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20135022
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20135022


Type 2: 
Government 

Administrative Materials



Legal 
Framework

(Alphabet Soup)

* Not including the Native American 
Tribes and Environmental Protection 
Groups



Type 2: 
Government 

Administrative Materials

LEGISLATIVE



https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/133 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/133
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/133


http://
www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/6/full-committee-hearing-water-ma
nagement-in-the-klamath-river-basin
 

http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/6/full-committee-hearing-water-management-in-the-klamath-river-basin
http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/6/full-committee-hearing-water-management-in-the-klamath-river-basin
http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/6/full-committee-hearing-water-management-in-the-klamath-river-basin


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/searchresults.action?st=klamath 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/searchresults.action?st=klamath
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/searchresults.action?st=klamath


http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42158.pdf 

http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42158.pdf
http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42158.pdf


http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-05-283 

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-05-283
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-05-283


Type 2: 
Government 

Administrative Materials

LITIGATION



https://dockets.justia.com/docket/california/candce/3:2015cv02670/288417 

https://dockets.justia.com/docket/california/candce/3:2015cv02670/288417
https://dockets.justia.com/docket/california/candce/3:2015cv02670/288417


Type 2: 
Government 

Administrative Materials

REGULATORY





https://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/watershed/klamath.html 

https://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/watershed/klamath.html
https://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/watershed/klamath.html


https://www.ferc.gov/industries/hydropower/enviro/eis/2007/11-16-07.asp 

https://www.ferc.gov/industries/hydropower/enviro/eis/2007/11-16-07.asp
https://www.ferc.gov/industries/hydropower/enviro/eis/2007/11-16-07.asp


http://www.usbr.gov/mp/kbao/ 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/kbao/
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/kbao/


https://www.fws.gov/klamathfallsfwo/ 

https://www.fws.gov/klamathfallsfwo/
https://www.fws.gov/klamathfallsfwo/


http://www.fs.usda.gov/klamath/ 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/klamath/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/klamath/


http://
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/klamath/noaa_fisheries_restoration_in_klamath_basin.htm
l
 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/klamath/noaa_fisheries_restoration_in_klamath_basin.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/klamath/noaa_fisheries_restoration_in_klamath_basin.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/klamath/noaa_fisheries_restoration_in_klamath_basin.html


http://www.klamathrenewal.org/ 

http://www.klamathrenewal.org/
http://www.klamathrenewal.org/


https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search//runSearch#detailAnchor 

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearch#detailAnchor
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/search/runSearch#detailAnchor


Strengthening 
Collection 

Diversity



 Step 1: Inventorying 
• Role of Free & Low-cost Resources

• Reevaluating Existing Subscriptions

 Step 2: Developing Partnerships
• Academics

• Consortia

• Law Schools

• Public Law Libraries

Collection Diversity



Credits
Matthew Petroff, Interior of the George Peabody Library in Baltimore, WIKIMEDIA 
(Jan. 15, 2013).

3 Branches of Government, Kids.gov (last updated Nov. 7, 2016).

Linda Tanner, Dark Morning On The Klamath River, FLICKR (June 18, 2011). 

CHARLES V. STERN ET AL., CONG. RESEARCH SERVS., 
KLAMATH BASIN SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS (Sept. 9, 2014).

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:George-peabody-library.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:George-peabody-library.jpg
https://kids.usa.gov/three-branches-of-government/index.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/goingslo/5862173611/in/photolist-9W2aYP-debmyh-4BXJ3t-debgXd-mvY4R-2HyrQ4-nkL94S-ecGWnh-btNR56-3JQWyX-buKWxm-acP5LQ-eQcmWX-4azLMh-9w3Qpq-ae14od-a1iz3T-2TdjZ4-2ThKR3-osFb1f-ihnStY-ai7pAx-ihoWD6-ihp3jf-ihp1Rs-9avfUr-uG94V-a1iz3P-bBdPnE-akJ4or-5sB9Qe-2Hybfi-bpzyBz-abKNSX-aysTeQ-9XsudC-abLshP-gRE6Q-gRE8n-9RtbZg-83Tr5U-4azLMJ-gRE5f-bBdJH5-JWaHN-eiYLgv-buiUqP-ajUGjP-debnYS-owrXmE
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42158.pdf
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