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Zaharija Orfelin - Biography

 1726 - Born in Vukovar, Austrian Monarchy

 1757 – 1762 – Secretary to Metropolitan 

     Pavle Nenadović in Sremski Karlovci

 1764 – 1770 – Redactor at  Dimitrios 

Theodosios's publishing house in Venice

 1770 – 1783 – Return to Novi Sad and 

Sremski Karlovci

 1783-1784 – Editor at Joseph von Kurzbeck’s 

printing house in Vienna

 1785 – Died in Novi Sad, Austrian Monarchy
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Serbian Enlightenment 

Preface to the Slaveno-Serbian Magazin – main 

postulates:

 Sharing knowledge among all social classes;

 Common good;

 Spreading knowledge through the new printed forms 

(journals, almanacs, manuals) instead of books,  in 

lack of schools and official education;

 Relief  from clerical influences.
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       Year 2014, Pisa, Italy             Year 1768, Venice, Italy

Comparative Analysis

Pisa Declaration – Preface to the Slaveno-Serbian 
Magazin 
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Comparative Analysis

Pisa Declaration – Preface to the Slaveno-Serbian 
Magazin 

      Pisa Declaration:                                Slaveno-Serbian 

Magazin:

          Open access                                 Spreading 

knowledge

 

      Knowledge transfer                               Common good

         

            Innovation                                   Sharing knowledge 
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Private Library of Zaharija Orfelin 

Description…
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Handwritten Notes on the Books 
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Handwritten Notes as Grey Literature Source

Historical sources:

I. Primary source - an original document containing firsthand 

information about a topic (diaries, interviews, letters, 

handwritten notes, original works of art, photographs, speeches, 

works of literature);

II. Secondary source - commentary/discussion about a primary 

source; interpretation of primary sources (biographies, 

dissertations, indexes, abstracts, bibliographies, journal articles, 

monographs);

III.Tertiary source - presents summaries or condensed versions 

of materials, usually with references back to the primary and/or 

secondary sources (dictionaries, encyclopedias, handbooks).

GL17 Conference, A New Wave of Textual and Non-Textual  Grey Literature, December 1-2, 2015, 
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences,  Amsterdam, Netherlands



Handwritten Notes - Content Analysis 

Types of Orfelin’s handwritten notes : 

• Form of Ex Libris – signature on the books -  Z.O., 

Zacharias Orphelin, Zaccaria Orfelini…;

• Notes about book content–  Author lies (лжетъ ауторъ), 

materialist (матерїалистъ), explanation to some terms in 

books..;

• Notes about date and place of purchasing the book -  

Das Buch habe ich gekauft um zwanzig Groschen von den 

Buchhaltern 24 July 1751 in Ofen;

• Different types of title lists, short bibliographies –
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Handwritten Notes - Content Analysis

The role of Orfelin’s handwritten notes : 

 In lack of other primary biographical sources -  for 

reconstructing of Orfelin’s biography;

 For creating an intellectual Profile of Zaharija Orfelin;

 For better understanding his personality, habits, 

personal interests, etc.
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Conclusions 

 Improving the standards for bibliographical 

description and typology  of handwritten notes;

 Development and implementation of metadata 

standards in the management of handwritten notes as 

grey literature sources;

 Including handwritten notes in the corpus with other 

grey literature sources, such as : research and 

technical reports, briefings and reviews, evaluations, 

working papers, conference papers, theses, and 
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Questions…

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. 

The important thing is not to stop questioning.

(Albert Einstein)

Thank you for your attention!
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