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* Unusually rich and extensive research
materials are available to the researcher at
the Library of Congress.

* The African Section, one of three units of the
African and Middle Eastern Division, is the
focal point of the Library's reference services
and collections developments activities.

* Africana materials are acquired via purchase,
donations, exchanges, copyright deposits,
and other methods.



Acquisitions of Materials

Africana materials are principally acquired from African governments,
educational and research institutions, publishers and commercial book
sellers, NGO'’s, and private vendors.

In Washington, the African, Latin American and Western European
Division acts to acquire materials in all formats (via purchase and non-
purchasle) from Sub-Saharan Africa, and process and catalog these
materials.

The Library of Congress Office, Nairobi, Kenya, is one of six overseas
offices administered by the African/Asian Acquisitions and Overseas
Operations Division of the Library, with a mission to acquire and
catalog library and research materials from countries where such
materials are essentially unavailable through conventional acquisitions
methods. It collects from 25 countries in Eastern and Southern Africa
and four in West Africa.

A pilot project with the Council of American Overseas Research Centers
(CAORC), the West African Research Association (WARA), and the West
African Research Center (WARC) headquartered in Senegal, is under
way to collect via purchase, exchange or gift sources in Benin, Burkina
Faso, Chad, Cote d’lvoire, Gambia, Guinea Conakry, Mali, Niger,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo. Unlike the LC Field Offices, the
project is limited at this time to acquisitions for the Library of Congress.



LC African Pamphlet Collection

ephemera, out of scope, unprocessed, and as
collection level cataloging materials. Periodically,
depending upon the audience, it is called grey
!itelra(tjure. The subject matter is vast. The formats
include:

Bibliographies Memorabilia
Calendars Monographs
Card Catalogs Photographs
Children’s literature Posters
Conference Papers Press Clippings
Digital Collections Sample Serials
Education Catalogs Speeches

Government publications Tangible Media



Example of Use of Grey Literature

* Approximately 30,000 items are in the entire African
Section collection of grey literature. To commemorate
the 95th birthday of Nelson Mandela, a brochure was
designed, printed and distributed. The content - one
liberation movement document, UN and other
publications, the pin & coin memorabilia, an electronic
comic strip and comic books - are a few of the many
items in the South African portion of the collection that
concern Nelson Mandela. This brochure illustrates the
variety of formats and subject content in the African
Section Pamphlet Collection.



Happy 95th Madiba
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African National Congress of South Africa

Provisional Headquarters, ANC Secretariat
Morogoro, Tanzania, June 1972. 44 p.
The African National Congress was
banned in South Africa and therefore
operated out of neighboring countries.
This report concerns Germany and

its close ties with South Africa.

FREEDOM, JUSTICE AND DIGNITY FOR ALL
IN SOUTH AFRICA

Mr. Nelson Mandela

The Freedom Charter

Published by the World Peace Council Information
Centre to mark the 75th Anniversary of the
African National Congress, 1987.

The Charter was officially adopted on June 26, 1955
in South Africa Note the Black Power Protest Salute

of the African —American gold medalist

Tommie Smith, at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
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Man of the People, Amandla!

A Sunday News souvenir of
Mandela’s visit to Tanzania. 1990,
Pictured on the cover are

Nelson Mandela,

President Julius Nyerere and
Winnie Mandela. The visit

took place immediately

after Mr. Mandela’s release

from prison in South Africa

“Amandla” is Xhosa and Zulu for “power.” AM ANDL A

Nelson Mandela

addresses the Special Committee against A
on his historic visit to the United Nations
22th of June 1990. He was released

from prison on Feb. 11, 1990.

Campaign pin:

Coin, Issued 2000.

The face of Mr. Mandela is portrayed on the
verso of a RS coin manufactured by the South
African Mint. In accordance with South
African coinage tradition, the leader of
government is portrayed on the highest
denomination circulation in the year
aritheeanent to hic denartiire fram the nolitical 2
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Madiba Legacy Series
consists of 9 comic
books published by

the Nelson Mandela

Foundation in

Johannesburg

telling the story of

Madiba’s life.

Copies were issued
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The African Section Pamphlet Collection consists of over 30,000 items in the
humanities and social sciences and covers all of Sub-Saharan Africa. Dating from
the 1950's and continuing to grow, it is a repository for materials generally outside

of the collecting scope of the Library and includes pamphlets, leaflets, broadsides
posters, photographic documentation, policy and technical reports, conference
proceedings, statistical documents, newsletters, sample serials, and commemorative
materials. The collection is housed in approximately 700 archival containers, arranged
geographically and subdivided by broad subject. Access is available only in the
African & Middle Eastern Division Reading Room.

Contact Information: http://swwww.loc.gov/rr/amed
African & Middle Eastern Division Reading Room
Thomas Jefferson Building, # 220
10 First St. SE
Washington, D.C. 20540-4660
(202) 707-7937

N. Kowsar, Researcher at LC



Additional Examples of
Content and Formats

* Digital collection: Timbuktu online exhibit, oral
Interviews with African authors & poets, Macedo
Portuguese Colonial Collection (next three
slides)

* Pictorial items: European trading cards, King
Baudouin (Belgium) scrapbook, Mandela post
cards, iconic South African Sharpeville photo,
comics, children’s literature (four slides)

 Reading Room Displays: President Obama &
American presidents in Africa (two slides)
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The Library of Congress == Exhibitions

ANCIENT M ANUSCRIPTS
from thie ;DBM’L Libraries dyf Timbukin <

Exhibition Overview
Checklist - Credits

Enter Exhibition

Timbuktu, Mali, is the legendary

city founded a commercial

center in West Africa nine hundred

years ago. Dating from the 16th to

the 18th centuries, the ancient
manuscripts presented in this

exhibition cover every aspect of

human endeavor and are indicative

of the high level of civilization

a_ttair'l_ed by West Africans during Enter th
the Middle Ages. on the tw

Mote on transliteration - Global Gateway Collection: Islamic Manuscripts from Mali

Special thanks to James V. Kimsey for his support of this exhibition.

The Library of Congress == Exhibitions Flease fill out our Online Survey
July 27, 2010

Legal | External Link Disclaimer | Contact Us




Conversations with African

Authors Dlgltal Series
YI]I,I chinua achebe things fall apart conversation LC Q Browse = Movies

An Evening with Chinua Achebe

LibraryOfCongress o Subs=scribe 1,106 videos -

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




Maceao Collection:
Art and Handicrafts from Mozambique

- Left: an African

~ doll (c. 1940s) (Item

Top: coffee spoon

(Item #2), Right: An

- ivory water beaker
(Item # 8).

Macedo (1907-1983), who worked as a Portugue :
African continent from 1926-1972.



Liebig Concentrate Trading Cards
Peoples of the Belgian Congo 1955




Scrap Book
Voyage de Sa Majeste
Le Roi Baudouin ler
au Congo Belge en 1955







SR Classic photo, Comics
Children’s Literature
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Reading Room Display

Obama 2008 Memorabilia from

Y etl



Reading Room displqy
U.S. Presidents in Africa

U.S. PRESIDENTIAL VISITS to AFRICA |
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The Library of Congress == Researchers == Virtual Frograms & Semvices

- VIRTUAL SERVICES
. Web Guldes DIGITAL REFERENCE SECTION

Home == Bibliographies, Guides, Finding Aids Find | in |"'u'riI'tLIEI| Services Web Pages j go

Library of Congress Bibliographies, Research Guides, and Finding
Aids

For Finding Aids, search the Finding Aids database

Divisional Index: Business - European - Digital Reference Section - Folklife - Geography & Maps - Hispanic -
Humanities & Social Sciences - Law - Local History & Genealogy - Manuscripts - Microform - Music - Newspapers -
Periodicals - Prints & Photographs - Recorded Sound - Science

o

Abstracts. Indexes and Bibliographies: Periodical Articles
Adams. John

Adventure Vacations

Adventure/Ecological/learning WVacations

Aerodynamics (Mechanics of Flight)

Aeronautics. Astronautics (00-3)

African American Perspectives

African-American Science Books for Young Eeaders (94-4)
African American Sites in the Digital Collections
African-American Women in the Sciences (93-4)
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Comments on Accomplishments
Collection Visibility & Accessibility

* Microfilm

* Digital Exhibits

* Permissions

* Digital Preservation

* Bibliographic Projects

* Surveys & Partnerships



View the LC AMED site
http://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/

for more news on recent

projects and activities.

Thank You for Your Attention!
Mattye Laverne Page
mpag@loc.gov


http://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/
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