
Collecting 
Grey Literature from Africa:  

a case study on the 
African Section Pamphlet Collection 

at the Library of Congress 

• Mattye Laverne Page
• Area Specialist,  African & Middle Eastern Division
• Library of Congress
• United States



• Unusually rich and extensive research 
materials are available to the researcher at 
the Library of Congress. 

• The African Section, one of three units of the 
African and Middle Eastern Division, is the 
focal point of the Library's reference services 
and collections developments activities.

• Africana materials are acquired via purchase, 
donations, exchanges, copyright deposits, 
and other methods.  



Acquisitions of Materials
• Africana materials are principally acquired from African governments, 

educational  and research institutions, publishers and commercial book 
sellers, NGO’s, and private vendors.   

• In Washington, the African, Latin American and Western European 
Division acts to acquire materials in all formats (via purchase and non-
purchase) from Sub-Saharan Africa, and process and catalog these 
materials. 

• The Library of Congress Office, Nairobi, Kenya, is one of six overseas 
offices administered by the African/Asian Acquisitions and Overseas 
Operations Division of the Library, with a mission to acquire and 
catalog library and research materials from countries where such 
materials are essentially unavailable through conventional acquisitions 
methods.  It collects from 25 countries in Eastern and Southern Africa 
and four in West Africa.

• A pilot project with the Council of American Overseas Research Centers 
(CAORC), the West African Research Association (WARA), and the West 
African Research Center (WARC) headquartered in Senegal, is under 
way to collect via purchase, exchange or gift sources in Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Guinea Conakry, Mali, Niger, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.  Unlike the LC Field Offices, the 
project is limited at this time to acquisitions for the Library of Congress.



LC African Pamphlet Collection
….

     Over decades, the collection has been described as 
ephemera, out of scope, unprocessed, and as 
collection level cataloging materials.  Periodically, 
depending upon the audience, it is called  grey 
literature. The subject matter is vast. The formats 
include:

• Bibliographies Memorabilia
• Calendars Monographs
• Card Catalogs Photographs
• Children’s literature Posters
• Conference Papers Press Clippings
• Digital Collections Sample Serials
• Education Catalogs Speeches
• Government publications Tangible Media
  



Example of Use of Grey Literature

• Approximately 30,000 items are in the entire African 
Section collection of grey literature. To commemorate 
the 95th birthday of Nelson Mandela, a brochure was 
designed, printed and distributed.  The content - one 
liberation movement document, UN and other 
publications, the pin & coin memorabilia, an electronic 
comic strip and comic books - are a few of the many 
items in the South African portion of the collection that 
concern Nelson Mandela.  This brochure illustrates the 
variety of formats and subject content in the African 
Section Pamphlet Collection. 
  







Example of Materials

• Show Nelson Mandela brochure



Additional Examples of 
Content and Formats

• Digital collection: Timbuktu online exhibit, oral 
interviews with African authors & poets, Macedo 
Portuguese Colonial Collection (next three 
slides)

• Pictorial items:  European trading cards, King 
Baudouin (Belgium) scrapbook, Mandela post 
cards, iconic South African Sharpeville photo, 
comics, children’s literature (four slides)

• Reading Room Displays: President Obama & 
American presidents in Africa (two slides)





Conversations with African 
Authors Digital Series  



Macedo Collection:
Art and Handicrafts from Mozambique

                    The Macedo Collection consists of publications and documents dating fromThe Macedo Collection consists of publications and documents dating from

                    1880-1977, as well as photos and personal belongings of Mr. Adelino Jose 1880-1977, as well as photos and personal belongings of Mr. Adelino Jose 

                    Macedo (1907-1983), who worked as a Portuguese colonial officer on the Macedo (1907-1983), who worked as a Portuguese colonial officer on the 

                    African continent from 1926-1972.African continent from 1926-1972.

Left: an African 
doll (c. 1940s) (Item #15),
Top: coffee spoon 
(Item #2), Right: An
 ivory water beaker
 (Item # 8). 



Liebig Concentrate Trading Cards
 Peoples of the Belgian Congo 1955



Scrap Book
Voyage de Sa Majeste 
Le Roi Baudouin Ier 

au Congo Belge en 1955





Classic photo, Comics
Children’s Literature



Reading Room Display
Obama 2008 Memorabilia from Africa



Reading Room display
U.S. Presidents in Africa





Comments on Accomplishments
Collection Visibility & Accessibility

• Microfilm

• Digital Exhibits

• Permissions

• Digital Preservation

• Bibliographic Projects

• Surveys & Partnerships 



View the LC AMED site 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/
for more news on recent  

projects and activities.

Thank You for Your Attention!
Mattye Laverne Page

mpag@loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/
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