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“Your ‘Our Coast’ literature is 
sound. Distribute, distribute, 
etc. Talk to and engage the 
community, NGOs. Come 
visit us, talk with us — we’d 
be pleased to help with key 
local/provincial strategies.” 

(A16, Open House, Antigonish, Nova Scotia May 2010) 



“The community needs to have 
the final say in any development. 
I strongly recommend that these 
sessions come directly to the 
coastal communities so that the 
fishermen have a chance to ask 
questions and state their MANY 
concerns.” 

W18, Open House, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, May 2010 





­ 
Halifax 



 

“The State of Nova Scotia's 
Coast Report provides an 
overview of the condition of 
our coast and information 
on priority coastal issues. 
We must look at ways to 
protect the coast where we 
live, work, and play. It is 
vital to who we are and a 
way of life that is valued by 
Nova Scotians.” 
 
 

Sterling Belliveau, Minister of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 



“This report is a snapshot of 
the current state of the 
province's coast, including 
its history. Using feedback 
from Nova Scotians, as well 
as information in the report, 
a coastal strategy will be 
developed for release in 
2010.” 
 
 

Justin Huston, Chair of the 
Provincial Oceans Network 





Six Priority Coastal Issues 

Public Coastal Access 



Working Waterfronts 

Six Priority Coastal Issues (2) 



Coastal Development 

Coastal Water Quality 

Six Priority Coastal Issues (3) 



Six Priority Coastal Issues (4) 

Sea Level Rise and 
Storm Events 

Sensitive Coastal 
Ecosystems & Habitats 



 Public Launch ─ Media Accounts 



Ñ online and written 
submissions 

Ñ regional open houses 
Ñ municipal workshops 
Ñ a telephone survey 
Ñ a multi-stakeholder 

workshop 
Ñ sector-based meetings  

Consultation Process 
A variety of mechanisms were used to receive 

input from the public and stakeholders  



Public Responses 
and Submissions 
from NGOs and 

Advocacy Groups 

Submission from  
Ecology Action Centre 
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Alerting Systems 

 

Open Houses 
  (Direct observations 
& questionnaire) 

Web Link 
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Telephone Survey Citation Searches 
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Libraries  
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News Media 
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Additional 
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Documents  

Sources of Data for the Study 
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Sites of Public Consultations Throughout 
the Province of Nova Scotia 

 

Halifax 



48 % 

32 % 

12 % 

2 % 

3 % 

4 % 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 

General Public 

NGO 

Government 

First Nation 

Academic Institutions 

Industry 

Attendance at Open Houses 



Open Houses ─ Awareness Methods 



Open Houses ─ Preferred Version 
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Planned Use of the Report 
(Open Houses) 



Multi-Stakeholder Meeting: 
Awareness Methods 



Multi-Stakeholder Meeting: 
Preferred Versions 



Planned Use of the Report 
(Multi-Stakeholder Meeting) 



Province-Wide Telephone Survey 

To gain public views about Nova 
Scotia’s coasts a random sample of 600 
residents were surveyed: 

Ñ  41 (6.8%) were aware of the Report 

Ñ  Use of the report and preferred versions 
views were similar to findings from the 
open houses and the multi-stakeholder 
meeting 
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Stakeholder Group 
 

 Prior awareness of 
Report 

 

Aware of Report 
after release 

 

Academic Institutions  1 1 
First Nation 1 
Government 2 2 

Industry 2 
NGO 2 2 

Total 7 6 

Awareness – Interviewer Responses 







Several communication methods are needed to 
reach diverse audiences 
Ó   All the methods can be used, more or less simultaneously.  

Ó  Some methods may involve direct communication, others 
indirect, i.e., information was transferred through networks  

Several versions of the report are needed 
Ó  Print and digital; print continues to have a role 

Ó  Different types (technical report, summary document, fact sheets) 

Key Findings 



Each version of the report has specific uses for 
specific audiences 
Ó  Education and advocacy are the primary expectations of use 

Ó  Individuals likely to use the Report are directly related to those 
with prior awareness and known interest in coastal issues. 

Key Findings (2) 

“I'm seeing people refer to it fairly often I'd say, of course, I 
tend to be in the circles of people that are doing that” (A2). 



Key Findings (3) 

Influence of the report will require additional 
measurement 
Ó   “I've seen more positive discussions that actually something 
is finally getting going, getting started…” (G4). 

Ó   “…true usefulness of it is going to be found after the strategy 
work has been delivered because really this is …the starting 
point for that and you can't really judge how good your starting 
point is until you kind of get to the end.” (N2) 

Ó   . “…bringing all these departments to look at the report…we 
felt like we had some relationship there…” (G2). 
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