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Changes and Continuity
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(System for Information on Grey Literature in Europe) 
- a European database of bibliographic records in grey 

literature
Produced by 7-15 European member organizations
1980  2005
Content: Multidisciplinary
Hosts: STN International and Silverplatter/Ovid

Specific fields and information in each record:
 English title or keywords
 SIGLE classification code
 Availability statement

SSIIGGLLEE
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OpenSIGLE – « database repository » 
700 000 records in open access

SIGLE 
classification About, partners, document supply
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High lights 2010

 Average of 35 000 visits per month
 Included in OpenDOAR (Directory of Open 

Access Repositories ) November 2009
 Non-European visitors : 30%
 Access  via Google Scholar : > 30 %

 GL1 to GL11 conference preprints in full text 
now in open access
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OpenSIGLE – Usage statistics
January – October (average per month)

2009 2010

Visits 12 000 35 000 

Pages viewed 35 450 88 580 

Length of visit 107 sec 91 sec 

Number of 
pages viewed 

3.4 2.8 
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Why change ??Why change ??
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Winds of change

 Some “deficiencies of the present website
 Technical performance at its limits
 Website layout low key and outdated
 Absence of features requested by OpenSIGLE 

users

 Re-open OpenSIGLE for new input
 Add records from 2005 onwards from current 

partners
 Open the database to new European partners
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Availability
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Change and Continuity

 Software
 Exalead is the search engine used for the database, 

with in-house developments using php and MySql 
software for the user interface

 Persistent identifier
 Each record in OpenSIGLE is identified by a unique 

identifier, the handle. 
 These handles will migrate to the new system. A 

redirection is planned for those identifying 
communities and collections.
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Search and refine
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Metadata display and the Google 
generation
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Partner « homepage »
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Contents, future input and updates

 OpenGrey will include all records from the present 
OpenSIGLE database 

 as well as new records (created since 2005) from 
partner organizations

 Formal agreements for new input 

 Updates through files preferred to harvesting
 Metadata scheme open to additions
 Tools available through the website

 Advisory board for questions arising ?
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More on OpenGrey this afternoon

Merci pour votre attention

http://opengrey.eu

http://opengrey.eu/
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