
ARE LEGAL TEXTS 
GREY LITERATURE?
Understanding and Preserving Grey 
Literature



Law Books



The popular conception

 Authority
 Tradition
 Power!



…and…

 Official
 Public



Law Books: NOT Grey 
Literature







The Peculiar Case of the 
Hansards





Factums, Claims, 
Injunctions…
 Official… fugitive… routine… 

bureaucratic



Typical (lack of) features

 Not produced by commercial publishing
 No table of contents, index, or other 

finding aids 
 exceptions with legislative materials.

 No Cataloguing In Publication or other 
bibliographic controls

 No, or very limited, publisher information

 So… Legal texts ARE Grey Literature



Evidence (in a Court of Law)

 Almost any kind of document can be 
presented to a court.

 Court assigns an evidentiary value. 
 Official publications are received without 

evaluation for the most part.



Summary

 No: Legal texts look and are official, and 
are accepted in court (they have status)

 Yes: In most other respects, they are G.L.
 Not commercially published
 Opaque textual controls
 Lack of bibliographic and content tools
 Are artifacts of the print age
 Bureaucratic in character: “records produced 

in the normal course of business”



GL: Between Records and 
Books

GL
Records

Commerci
al
publication
s

Strong connection with the purpose of the 
issuing body



GL: Between Records and 
Books

GL
Records

Commerci
al
publication
s

Strong connection with the purpose of the 
issuing body

Falling between traditional textual controls



Archival Concepts of 
Interest
 Originality

 the document is the first completed (or 
‘perfect’) version.

 Genuineness
 the document is what it purports to be (as 

opposed to a forgery).
 Authenticity

 the document has not been altered, either 
deliberately or accidentally.



InterPARES and others



Relevance
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