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Decision and policy makers need to

be informed on the value and wealth

of grey literature, thus legitimizing

further investments in this field of

information. Lobbying grey literature

has its very roots in this

international conference series,

which has grown and rallies over the

past two decades by promoting

research and publishing their

results. The grey literature lobby

seeks to guarantee that the

interests of a diverse and

widespread community of information professionals and practitioners

are served. Like other fields in library and information science,

technology is one of the primary engines driving change in grey

literature. However, there are other engines for change that are

needed to further sustain and develop this field of information. Policy

development and economic stimulus are two such challenges now

facing the community. Changes in the production and sharing of

knowledge, changes in the requirements for storage, access, and

preservation of grey literature, as well as ensuing change in the

demands of users require a concerted effort and response on the

part of the grey literature community. New stakeholders and net-

users must be summoned and heard, because their requests will

further fuel the right kind of debate needed to open the wealth of

grey literature to wider audiences. The social impact of grey

literature will be judged by the value placed on its public service.

Your response to this year’s Call for Papers will help to lobby and

engineer needed change www.textrelease.com/gl16conference.html.
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In order to provide an infrastructure commensurate to GreyNet’s mission and core activities, three new committees

have convened alongside the existing Program Committee in the service of research, publication, open access, and

education in the field of grey literature. Below is a brief report on the progress and planned activities of GreyNet’s

Community Management Committee (CMC) focussing on communication and social media.

By Joachim Schöpfel, Chair CMC

A lot of people work and publish via grey literature but very few know about GreyNet

International and its events, publications and services. In order to increase impact

and outreach in social networks, GreyNet International launched end of 2013 a

Community Management Committee (CMC). Its goal is to raise awareness among

scientists, scholars and professionals and to motivate them to follow and join the

GreyNet community. Priority is given to three media.

GreyNet is already present on the most important social networking website for people in

professional occupations. Created in 2010, the GreyNet group currently has 340 members.

The goal is 500+ members, through active discussions and comments, direct promotion

and shared information with other groups and communities. http://www.linkedin.com/groups/GreyNet-3718857

The online social networking and microblogging service gained worldwide popularity and

became a key tool for information and communication. In the past, GreyNet communicated via

Twitter essentially on the GL conference series. Today, GreyNet launched its own Twitter

account @GreyLitNet and started posting tweets about the network, events and related topics.

The goal is to get 500+ followers on Twitter. https://twitter.com/GreyLitNet

Less known than LinkedIn or Twitter, Netvibes is a personalized dashboard publishing

platform for the Web especially useful for e-reputation management and to engage

online communities, but also to serve as a personalized workspace for scientific and

technical intelligence. GreyNet launched its own Netvibes dashboard in early 2014 as a publicly available site for

essential information about GreyNet, its members, partners and sponsors, new publications, events, developments

and so on. http://www.netvibes.com/greynetinternational

Up to now, the committee already sent more than 100 tweets and got 50 followers on Twitter, initiated nearly 200

discussions on LinkedIn (also shared with other groups and individuals) and exploited several hundred postings via

the Netvibes platform. On the agenda are to enable RSS feed from GreyNet news and to launch a specific Twitter

account for the GL16 conference in Washington D.C., 8-9 December 2014. The GreyNet Community Management

committee currently consists of six members: Joachim Schöpfel Chair (France), Cees de Blaaij and Dominic Farace

(Netherlands), Amanda Lawrence (Australia), Hélène Prost (France), and Marcus Vaska (Canada).

Your suggestions, comments and other support are welcome, greynetinternational@gmail.com
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About the GreyNet Newsletter
This serial publication endeavors to keep information professionals abreast of developments in the field of grey literature.
The quarterly newsletter gives exposure to GreyNet’s information resources and frontline activities with special emphasis
on the International Conference Series on Grey Literature. The GreyNet Newsletter is licensed by EBSCO Publishing and
can also be accessed via the Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts (LISTA-FT) full-text database.
This serial publication is made possible through the support of GreyNet’s Associate Members and Corporate Authors:
CVTISR (Slovak Republic), ISTI-CNR, (Italy), Nuclear Information Section, NIS-IAEA (Austria), FEDLINK of the Library of
Congress (USA), INIST-CNRS (France), New York Academy of Medicine (USA), EBSCO Publishing (USA), National Library
of Technology (Czech Republic), and Korea Institute of Science and Technology Information, KISTI.

Grey Literature is a field in library and Information science that deals with the production, distribution, and access to
multiple document types produced on all levels of government, academics, business, and organization in electronic and
print formats not controlled by commercial publishing i.e. where publishing is not the primary activity of the producing
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body.
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